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Save the Quad Bike in Australia (STQBIA) is a campaign sitting under the national umbrella of the Australian 

Motorcyclists Association Inc (ATV Division).

MEDIA RELEASE
ACCC drag feet on official request for serious questions to be addressed 

on quad bike debacle
As many are aware the Assistant Treasurer Michael Sukkar tabled the Consumer Goods (Quad Bikes) Safety Standard 
2019 on 10 October 2019, which mandates the fitting of Operator Protection Devices (OPDs) to all new quad bikes 
sold in Australia. It was a ridiculous decision; forcing every respected international manufacturer out of Australia. 
It also threatens the viability of hundreds of dealerships and thousands of rural jobs at a time of unprecedented 
supply change constraints.

Craig Hartley from Save the Quad Bike in Australia, “We wrote formally to Mr Sims (Chair of the ACCC) on the 
19th of November.

“With industry support and insider advice, we asked a series of questions about how the ACCC can substantiate 
taking such a draconian position. Some of the questions we asked the ACCC are as follows:

Q.Who’s decision was it NOT to undertake a Regulatory Impact Assessment, as required by the Office of Best 
Practice Regulation and on what basis was the decision made?

Q. Is the ACCC aware of any conflicts of interest between                        and senior Agricultural leaders; 
agricultural leaders I might add who have a commercial and political interest in ensuring this standard was 

passed?
Q. How can the ACCC advocate the adoption of a standard, which forces globally respected manufacturers to fit 
an OPD, when the OPDs they are asking manufacturers to fit, do not have a Technical Specification, Engineering 

standard let alone an Australian Standard?
Q. How can the ACCC mandate a product that does not work over a set speed?

Q. How is it, that the ACCC deems it appropriate as an independent statutory authority to codify specific 
commercial businesses in the standard as preferred suppliers and manufacturers of a product?

Q. How does this fit with the ACCCs charter to maintain a sense of independence whilst promoting competition 
as an independent statutory authority?

Q. Who is policing manufacturers based on the above, ensuring they are designing and manufacturing OPDs to 
the same standard or better level, to those codified by the ACCC, every time they produce an OPD?

Q. Is the ACCC happy with the professionalism of Mr                    -                          Quad Bike Task Force?

Q. Is the ACCC aware of any conflicts of interest between Mr                           and ‘others’ who would have 
commercially benefitted from the standard?

Q. Would Mr                          be happy to disclose all email correspondence between him self and third parties on 
this matter?

Craig Hartley concluded, “If Michael Sukkar thinks this issue is going away he’s dreaming. You can’t ruin the 
livelihoods of hundreds of family businesses and not expect the tough questions.”
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